
 
 

Christ’s Reformed Church – United Church of Christ 
~ growing people of faith who live in Jesus, love one another and bear abundant fruit ~ 

 

May 21, 2023 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                           
                   
CALL TO WORSHIP   
In this season of thought-provoking and preparation, we come to renewed and refreshed.  
We come to be inspired by the stories of love and joyful  
We come to listen for words of hope and renewal 
We come with open eyes, open mind, and open hearts. Blessed be our God. 
Come Let us worship our God-the One who holds all things in store for us in this season of 
refreshening. 
 
INVOCATION  
Brothers and Sisters, our precious Children. Today we all come together as one family, one nation, one 
body, unifying under the Almighty Wings, His Omnipresent, Omnipotent, and Omniscience. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE       Come Thou Almighty King            (See Attachment)
    
PRAYER OF CONFESSION- Psalm 51 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love, according to your abundant mercy blot out 
our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin! Create in us a 
clean heart, O God, and put a new right spirt within us. Cast us not away from your presences and take 
not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and uphold us with a willing spirit. 
Amen.  
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. Jesus said, your sins are forgiven. Amen. 



 
PRAYER RESPONSE                   Sanctuary                             (See Below or Attachment) 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, Pure and holy tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living Sanctuary for You 

 
NEWER TESTAMENT           Acts 1:6-14 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 12 Then 
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of[a] James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
             
NEWER TESTAMENT         I Peter 4:12-14 and 5:6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, 
so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory,[a] which is the Spirit of God,[b] is resting on 
you.[c] 
               
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 
same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ,[a] will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11 To him be the power[b] forever and ever. Amen.          
                                        
GOSPEL LESSON                            John 17:1-11 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people,[a] to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 
you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed.  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201%3A6-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26926a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%204%3A12-14%2C1%20Peter%205%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30443a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%204%3A12-14%2C1%20Peter%205%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30443b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%204%3A12-14%2C1%20Peter%205%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30443c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30458a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30459b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26751a


whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been 
glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one. 

The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God 
 
TIME ON THE STEPS 
      
SERMON                                                       Rev. Mary Jane Norville 
 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE                      Here I am to Worship          (See Attachment)  
                 
PASTORAL PRAYER with Psalm 68 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. for yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   New International Version (NIV) 
 
OFFERING      
 

 *Doxology 
 
*Prayer of Dedication for Offering  
 
*HYMN OF SENDING    All My Hope         (See Attachment) 
  
*BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace, in the name of God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
 
*BENEDICTION SONG                                Let There Be Peace On Earth                               (See Attachment)   
 
POSTLUDE  
                  
*Please stand if you would like. 
 
 

The altar flowers are placed to the Glory of God and 

 in loving memory of  Don Metz  

given by  Faye Metz 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Welcome to our Guests:  We gather to praise “the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 
1:29).  Because of Jesus, you can be at peace in the 
assurance of God’s forgiveness and love.  Welcome to 
worship!!   If you have come as a visitor, we hope that 
you’ll leave as a friend who’s been blessed by 
worshiping in this house of God.  We look forward to 
seeing you again. 

May 22 7 PM ATS Meeting 
May 24 11 AM Lectionary 
May 28 Pentecost Sunday w/Communion 
May 28 Viqui Dill and Jim Dill   
May 29 Memorial Day - Office Closed 
May 31 11 AM Lectionary  
June 3 8:30 AM Women’s Breakfast 
June 4 9:30 Graduation Sunday in the Park w/Brunch Potluck 
June 7 11 AM Lectionary 
June 8 6:30  PM Consistory Meeting 
June 11 Second Sunday after Pentecost  
June 14 11 AM Lectionary 
June 18 Third Sunday after Pentecost– Guest Speaker/Rev. Ziegler 

Liturgist: 
Altar Preparation: 
Flower Deliverers 
Ushers: 

Larry Sprankle 
Donna Stockslager 
Martin Fisher 
Debbie Eichelberger, Betty Spessard, Donna Stockslager,  
Mike McCauley, Kevin Spessard, Art Crampton, Brayden McCauley 

        Financials for April 2023                                                          YTD    Jan-April   2023                  
Offerings                         $8,794.14                              Offering                                   $40,375.97 
ATS Repayment             $0                                            ATS Repayment                     $0 
Endowment Interest     $0                                           Endowment Interest             $30,100.00  
Expenses                         $14,561.81                            Expenses                                 $92,554.06 
Net Profit/Loss             -$  5,722.67                             Net Profit/Loss                      -$22,078.09 

Christ's Reformed Church 
Phone No: 301-733-4144 
Fax No. 301-733-4145 
Church General email: crc1854@myactv.net 
Website: www.crcucc.org 
Morning Worship 9:30 am 
YouTube: CRC Christ’s Reformed Church  

Church Staff  
Margaret Bussard – Custodian 
Thomas Greenawalt - Technology Support 
Larry Hoeck - Consistory President 
Rev. Mary Jane Norville - Sr. Minister 
Cheryl Wilson - AA/Organist 
Charlotte Trout – ATS Board President 

 

 
 

 
 


