Christ’s Reformed Church – United Church of Christ
~ growing people of faith who live in Jesus, love one another and bear abundant fruit ~

January 8, 2023
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Give glory to the Creator and bow in holy splendor!
The voice of the Creator renews and rebirths.
Give glory to the Holy One and bow in holy splendor!
The voice of the Holy One redeems and restores.
Give glory to the Living Water and bow in holy splendor!
The voice of the Living Water refreshes and revives. Glory to God!
INVOCATION
Voice, Body, and Spirit,
You make your presence among us. We receive your love and affirmation. We cherish your
guidance and direction. We follow your path and example. Remind us of our connection to you
and your covenantal relationship with us. Wash us in the baptized life for renewal and
revitalization. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

Love Came Down at Christmas
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One, we confess our need for grace and mercy. We seek forgiveness for the ways in which
we have drawn away from you and our neighbors. We express remorse for our participation in the
systems of the world that are actively opposed to your kindom. Transform us to be carriers and
promoters of your good news of new life, liberation, and hope in the world. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
The God of peace is faithful to offer forgiveness and new life in Christ. Receive the good news of
new mercies with each new day and a future with hope.

PRAISE RESPONSE
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, word without end. Amen.
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OLDER TESTAMENT
Isaiah 42:1-9
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I
give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things
I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
NEWER TESTAMENT
Acts 10:34-43
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in
every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness[a] is acceptable to him. 36 You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 3:13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly
the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,[a] with whom I am well
pleased.”
SERMON
HYMN OF RESPONSE
BAPTISM RENEWAL
Invitation

A Spirit of Epiphany
Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Rev. Mary Jane Norville
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Affirmation of Faith (Adapted from a Reading from the Second National Meeting of United Church of Christ Women)
Renewing our Baptismal Covenant
Do you believe in the One of Many Names, God, Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit?
We believe in the God of Many Names.
Do you reject the powers of oppression in this world, the systems that marginalize and degrade
human beings and communities created by God, and the norms of the world at odds with the
way of the kindom?
We do, with the help of God.
Do you embrace grace as God’s gift, to be freely given and freely received?
We do, with the help of God.
Do you recommit to the covenantal and baptized life, the cost and joy of discipleship, and the
community of belonging as a member of the Body of Christ?
We do, with the help of God.
Prayer for the Baptized
Voice, Body, Spirit, we give thanks for the gathering of your people into a beloved community of
belonging. By our baptism, we accept the invitation to public and faithful witness to the ministry
of Jesus Christ in the world and to be instruments to that work. May we live the baptized life in
the Spirit as caring companions of one another, with accountability, support, and grace. Shelter us
in your love, nourish us in your truth, and uphold us in your word. May it be so. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
May God be with you
And also with you.
Lift your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the God we love.
We freely give God thanks and praise.
Preface
It is right and meet, beautiful and holy
that we should, in ceaseless joy
Give our thanks and praise to you,
Holy and merciful God,
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
And so, in grateful procession of endless praise
With the church that is, was, and shall be forever,
We glorify you, joining this unending song:
Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer
Holy are you, Eternal One.
You sit above, through, within the circle of the earth
Setting light into being
Casting the stars in the sky
Founding the evolving earth
And all that dwell within it.
Limitless is your power,
And great is your wisdom.
You look upon the lowly
As your most cherished creatures.
You visit upon the downtrodden
With presence, grace, and the promise of eternal justice.
You sent to us your own child, Jesus,
Who reached into unexpected places,
Calling women beyond the limits of their times
Equipping men for nurturing love
Welcoming children into your holy embrace.
And so we recall that on the night of betrayal and desertion,
The light of the world took bread, broke and gave it to the disciples, saying:
“This is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And, in like manner, after supper,
Jesus took the cup and after giving thanks give it to them saying,
“This is the cup of the new covenant [in my blood]
poured out for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink of it,
for the remembrance of me.”
Life’s greatest feast before us,
We excitedly proclaim:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Dear God, you transform.
You transform all that is before you
So that at the touch of your grace
We are never the same.
Dear God, you illumine.

You bring light to all peoples
Light to the nations
Light into our hearts
Light on your Way.
Dear God, we pray for your Spirit.
Transform, illumine, bless.
Make these ordinary gifts of bread and cup
Into the extraordinary presence of Christ with us.
In so doing,
Hold us as your own
Renew us as your people
For the sake of the world you love.
For all honor and glory are yours, O God,
Through Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit in your glorious creation
Both now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, reveal who you are. Set the work right; do what’s best – as above, so
below. Keep us alive with three square meals. Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.
Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. You’re in charge! You can do anything you want!
You’re ablaze in beauty ! (Matthew 6:9-13 The Message)
Feasting at the table
Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray:
We have been fed, Holy One, by your presence.
We have been led, Eternal One, by your light.
May we bask in this glow
Now and forevermore. Amen.
CHORUS

Father I Adore You

(See Attached)

COMMISSIONING OF 2023 CONSISTORY
Scriptural and Ecclesiastical Authority
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit give them.
There are different ways of serving but the same God is served.
There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God give ability to each of us for
our particular service.
The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all.

Christ is like a single body, which has many parts.
It is still one body even though it is made up of different parts.
If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it; if one part is praised, all the
other parts share its happiness.
All of us are Christ’s body, and each one is a part of it.
Presentation of Consistory
Consistory Covenant
Congregational Covenant
Let us affirm our intention to live in covenant with them,
And witness to the commitment they now make:
We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours,
to be partners with you in the service of Christ’s church.
We promise to honor your leadership and assist you in every way, so that together we may be a
faithful church that makes the love of God real in this congregation, and in Hagerstown.
Commissioning Prayer
Eternal God, you have called these people to serve this household of faith. Send your Holy Spirit
on them that they may serve with joy and faithfulness. Help them to be diligent in their duties
and steadfast in their leadership, yet also humble, gentle, and forgiving. Help them to put aside
their own perspectives, that they may better reflect Your will and Your love. We are united in
ministry in this congregation, community, and the world. Amen
In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the people of Christ’s Reformed Church of the United
Church of Christ, I rejoice to announce that you are now installed as the new lay leadership of this
body of Christ. In accordance with the faith and order of this church, we extend to you the hand
of Christian love, fellowship, and peace.
OFFERING
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Giver of Gifts, we thank you for providing in abundance and allowing us to participate as co-givers
with you. We dedicate our offerings in your many names. Amen.
*HYMN OF SENDING

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds
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*BENEDICTION
Go in hope, that the world will hear the Voice and know Love.
Go in joy, for the transforming work of the Spirit has made you new.
Go in peace, and share the good news of Jesus Christ
Be baptized in the world. Amen.
*BENEDICTION SONG
POSTLUDE
*Please stand if you would like.

God Be With You
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Welcome to our Guests: We gather to praise
“the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29). Because of Jesus, you can
be at peace in the assurance of God’s
forgiveness and love. Welcome to worship!! If
you have come as a visitor, we hope that you’ll
leave as a friend who’s been blessed by
worshiping in this house of God. We look
forward to seeing you again.

January 11
January 12
January 12
January 15
January 18
January 19
January 21
January 22
January 23
January 25
January 26
January 29
February 1
February 2
February 4
Liturgist:
Altar Preparation:
Flower Deliverers
Ushers:

11 AM Lectionary
3 PM Review of service music
7 PM Consistory Meeting
Second Sunday after Epiphany
11 AM Lectionary
3 PM Review of service music
9-11 AM All Church Retreat
Third Sunday after Epiphany
7 PM ATS Meeting
11 AM Lectionary
3 PM Review of service music
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Contemplative Prayer Service
11 AM Lectionary
3 PM Review of service music
8:30 AM Women’s Breakfast
Libby Burgan
Donna Stockslager
Tom & Linda VanMetre
Debbie Eichelberger, Derek Eichelberger, Betty Spessard,
Kevin Spessard, Donna Stockslager, Mick McCauley, Art Crampton,
Brayden McCauley

Christ's Reformed Church
Phone No: 301-733-4144
Fax No. 301-733-4145
Church General email: crc1854@myactv.net
Website: www.crcucc.org
Morning Worship 9:30 am
YouTube: CRC Christ’s Reformed Church

Church Staff
Margaret Bussard – Custodian
Thomas Greenawalt - Technology Support
Larry Hoeck - Consistory President
Rev. Mary Jane Norville - Sr. Minister
Cheryl Wilson - AA/Organist
Charlotte Trout – ATS Board President

