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Thank you, veterans!  

On Veterans Day, we honor men and women 

whoõve served and sacrificed in one of Americaõs 

armed services.  

On November 11, 1918, America and her allies 

signed a truce with German leaders, ending 

World War I.  In 1919, President Wilson decided 

the United States should remember with gratitude 

the end of that war and honor military members 

by marking Armistice Day or òtruceó day.  In 

1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans 

Day, honoring veterans of every era.  

Veterans Day highlights our countryõs quest for 

peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. 

Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for 

unity among all nations and for the day when 

ònation will not take up sword against nation, nor 

will they train for war anymoreó (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 
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Community  

Thanksgiving  

Worship Service  
On Sunday, November 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Hagerstown Area Religious Council (HARC) 

will sponsor the Hagerstown Community 

Thanksgiving Service which will be held at 

John Wesley United Methodist Church . 

There will be a  

combined choir   

anthem.  The choir 

will rehearse at 5:30 

pm prior to the 

Thanksgiving Service.  All are welcome to 

attend and participate!  

 

24th Sunday after Pentecost/                      

All Saintsõ Sunday with Communion 

Sunday, November 4, 2018  

Scripture Text: 1 Cor 3:16 -17  

Sermon Theme:  The Temple of 

the Holy Spirit  

Preacher:  Dr. Hodge  
 

25th Sunday after Pentecost/                     

Anniversary Sunday  

Sunday, November 11, 2018  

Scripture Text: Mark 5:1 -13 

Sermon Theme:  The Seven Demons 

Preacher:  Dr. Hodge  
 

Thanksgiving Sunday  

Sunday, November 18, 2018  

Scripture Text: Mark 13:1 -8 

Sermon Theme:  The Temple Is Crumbling  

Preacher:  Dr. Hodge  
 

Reign of Christ  

Sunday, November 25, 2017  

Scripture Text: John 18:33-37 

Sermon Theme:  Kingdom Not of This World  

Preacher:  Dr. Hodge  
 

Advent 1  

Sunday, December 2, 2018  

Preacher:  Rev. Kevin Munroe  

òGrowing People 

of Faithéó 

All Saintsõ Sunday 

A special All Saintsõ Sunday    

Service will be held on    

November 4th to remember 

members and friends who 

have died in the past year.  

Please join us at 9:30 am. 

The Lectionary Reflection Group continues to 

meet on Wednesdays at 11:00 am at the 

church.  Each week we look at the Bible      

passages which are part of the coming        

Sunday's Lectionary and/or sermon and       

discuss them using       

commentaries and our life  

experiences.  All are     

welcome!  We look         

forward to being together 

again and greeting any new participants who 

wish to join in as well.  

Fall Meeting of the Catoctin 

Association: Saturday, November 11, 

2017 at Christ Reformed Church in 

Middletown. Contact the office if  

you would like to attend.

Announcements

 

Fall Meeting of the Catoctin Association  

Sunday, October 28, 2018  

2:00ñ5:00 pm 

Homewood @ Frederick  

Contact Dr. Hodge if you would  

like more information.  
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November 1  Wisdom of Solomon 3:1 -9; 

 Isaiah 25:6-9;  Psalm 24; 

 Revelation 21:1-6a; 

 John 11:32-44 

  

November 4  Ruth 1:1-8;   

 Psalm 146; 

 Deuteronomy 6:1 -9;  Psalm 119:1-8; 

 Hebrews 9:11 -14; 

 Mark 12:28-34 

 

November 11  Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17;  Psalm 127; 

 1Kings 17:8-16;  Psalm 146; 

 Hebrews 9:24 -28;   

 Mark 12:38-44 

 

November 18  1 Samuel 1:4-20;  Psalm 16; 

 Daniel 12:1-3; 

 Hebrews 10:11-25; 

 Mark 13:1-8 

 

November 22  Joel 2:21-27;  Psalm 126; 

 1 Timothy 2:1-7;  Matthew 6:25-33 

 

November 25  2 Samuel 23:1-7;  Psalm 132:1-18; 

 Daniel 7:9-14;  Psalm 93; 

 Revelation 1:4b -8;  John 18:33-37 

Womenõs Fellowship Circle 
 

We invite all women to join us on  

Saturday, November 3rd  

8:30 ñ 10:00 am 

in the ATS Social Hall 
(Use the rear entrance)  

 

The Women's Fellowship Circle will meet 

for a pot -luck breakfast November 3rd at 

8:30 am. After a good meal and a discussion 

about preparing and serving a meal for 

REACH week, we will discuss the òPrayer 

Workshop: Wild Turkey Feathersó found on 

pages 40-41 of the September -October 

edition of The Upper Room. All women of 

the church and their friends are welcome. 

Remember to sign up in the Parish House 

kitchen or talk to Charlotte so we know what 

people are bringing and to watch for you. 

As in the past, we use the back, on -level 

door to the Social 

Hall.  

Hope to see you there!  

òwho live in Jesuséó 

 

The Menõs Fellowship Breakfast will go on the 

road Saturday, November 17th to the 

Myersville Fire Station.  The Church Van will 

leave the Church East Parking Lot at 8:00 am.  

See you then! 

 

Saturday, November 17  

8:00 am 

CRC Parking Lot 

Anniversary Offering  

Anniversary Sunday this year is Sunday,       

November 11, 2018. The Consistory has        

designated this yearõs Anniversary Offering to 

be given for the tile flooring in the Aspiring to 

Serve Social Hall.  We're looking to raise 

$20,000 to meet this goal. The flooring is the 

original floor and is coming up in places and 

can no longer be repaired. Thank you for your 

generous gifts.  

x-apple-data-detectors://1
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Where are we now, and where are we going?  

Dear Friends,  

We have been together long enough that I feel I can call you òfriends!ó It has been ten months since I 

began serving you, and in that time we have accomplished a lot together! You may recall that my first 

Tidings article was a description of the òdevelopmental tasksó of interim ministry, e.g., the things that 

a congregation does to pave the way for the next period of congregational ministry. It is likely that I 

will only be with you for another few months, so I take this opportunity to summarize where we have 

been and where we are headed.  

Recall that the purpose of an interim ministry period is to help you get ready for the next phase of 

faithful Christian ministry, so that your next pastorate is a successful one. While the search committee 

has been doing its work, here is the preparation work ð paving the way for a vital future CRC ð that 

the entire congregation has accomplished together:  

 

I. Celebrated our History:  We began by creating a timeline of important events in the    

history of the congregation, and in the lives of its members. For the next nine months that 

timeline will be available for anyone to see or contribute to. We also had a luncheon in 

which we celebrated the pillars of the church, people over 90 years old who have faithfully 

kept the building and the spirit going for all these years.  

In the process, we discovered that this congregation has deep roots, including        

multiple -generation families and a proud history of being a spiritual leader in Hagerstown. 

As long as memories and old habits donõt get in the way of creativity and faithfulness to the 

ever -changing Spirit, those deep roots will allow this church to weather any storms and be 

available for new kinds of ministry beginning in 2019.  

 

II. Discerned Where the Holy Spirit is Leading Us:   A sermon is never uni -directional; 

when I prepare a sermon I consult the scriptures and the Holy Spirit. After a sermon is over, 

you participate in an on -going dialogue by telling me how the sermon affected you and, 

sometimes, debating the sermon in a small group. In this way, I have learned more and 

more about you as a whole and as individuals. This has been one source of discernment.  

Even more importantly, you completed two congregational surveys and the elders 

participated in two discernment retreats. The combination of these sources has indicated a 

clear direction for the future: a significant majority of the congregation wants the future 

CRC to be:  

a. energetic  and sustainable;  

b. relevant  to individuals, community, city, and nation;  

c. engaged in meaningful ministries in the surrounding neighborhood ; and 

d. internally  vital, with systems in place to ensure: wide participation in    

decision -making, the airing of grievances, appropriate boundaries, 

healthy relationships with clergy, and lay leadership development.  
 

From the Pastor 
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III. Identified Things that Get in the Way:   This is, arguably, the most important of the 

tasks we have been doing in order to pave the way for a vital and relevant future CRC. It is 

true that, since the 1970s, mainline Protestantism has seen steady decreases in memberships 

and vitality. However, this particular congregation has suffered more than its fair share of  

decline. Part of my job has been to help you figure out why this is true, so that you can stop or 

reverse the trend. Together, we have discerned a few things you will want to work on, in    

order to help you revitalize:  

a. class-based prejudice (classism);  

b. conflicted relationships with clergy;  

c. negativity & lack of joy; and  

d. unresolved internal conflict.  

 

At the second elders retreat in August, your leadership boldly faced these patterns and    

tendencies. The elders are to be commended for not shying away from unpleasant truths. 

They are committed to a rigorous self -examination, and to making positive changes that   

will reverse the trend of declining memberships and vitality.  

In other words, we are on the right track, things are looking up, and I predict a vital and 

faithful future for Christõs Reformed Church! The fact that you are willing to fearlessly       

confront your reality bodes very well for you and your future. Alleluia!  

 

IV. Considering Your Connection to the United Church of Christ: The final element of 

òpaving the wayó forward is a re-examination of your identity. There is a diversity of opinion 

within the congregation about whether your values and theology are in alignment with the 

UCC. It is normal and reasonable that, at periods of transition, you re -evaluate your            

relationships with the wider church and either re -confirm or dissolve your current          

covenantal relationships. After advent, I will use a sermon to help you better understand the 

UCC and the ways in which the Reformed tradition has shaped UCC polity and theology, and 

is still a dominant force within the UCC. After dispelling a few misunderstandings, I will   

propose a few topics to consider and discuss. Thus, you will be prepared to enter into a   

dialogue with your next pastor about ending your denominational affiliation, if that is what 

the majority wishes to do. In this dialogue, it will be important for you to consider not only 

your own immediate desires, but also the future; that is, what kind of theology and polity will 

be most appealing and meaningful to the next generation, and what kind of denominational 

affiliation (if any) will best prepare CRC to respond to those changing sensibilities? (In other 

words, what are the religious and political preferences of the younger generation, and what 

would they want the church to do about its UCC affiliation?)  
 

 

Isaiah 43:19a 

òSee, I am about to do a new thing; 

  even now it springs forth.  Do you not perceive it?ó  

From the Pastor  (continued) 



Harvest Home Project  

The Serving Team is sponsoring a HARVEST HOME  project  

from October 21, 2018 until November 11, 2018. Items      

collected during this time will be for the REACH Shelter 

which begins their season on October 28, 2018. As we help 

REACH with this service project, please bring your            

donations to the auditorium stage.  Items needed:  

laundry pods  toilet paper  

tooth paste napkins  

individual sized shampoo  deodorant  

dry cereal  coffee 

sugar cereal bars/Pop Tarts  

oatmeal packets  Clorox cleaning wipes  

trash bags  multi -purpose cleaner  

dish soap 

    Thank you! ~ from the Serving Team  

Attention:  Members with 

Part D Medicare  
(from your Parish Nurse Health Council)  

 

Open enrollment period is from           

October 15 through December 7, 2018.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Washington County  

Commission on Aging  
535 East Franklin Street  

Hagerstown, MD   21740 

301-790-0275 

Call between 9 am ñ3 pm  

MondayñFriday  
 

 

***********************************  
 

Take Charge of Your Health Care  
 

This is a reminder concerning the Parish 

Nurse article in the Summer Tidings.  

Remember the òMy Health Care Journaló 

is available in the Parish Nurse room.  Just 

see one of the Parish Nurses if unable to 

find.  

This booklet provides the information you 

and your family need for each doctor visit.  

It is important that no pertinent                

information is overlooked.  We would also 

like to remind you to have a refrigerator 

card placed at a prominent area on your 

refrigerator.  It contains areas to fill out 

which will provide valuable information 

that is readily available for rescue         

personnel on arrival to your home.  

Please be diligent in filling out these 

booklets and refrigerator cards.  It is one 

way to maintain current health care       

information which will be available for 

your doctor at each visit.  
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS  

MAY BE AVAILABLE  
 

GET HELP WITH YOUR  

MEDICARE PART D  

SEARCH FOR 2019!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


